
European Journal of Molecular & Clinical Medicine 

 ISSN 2515-8260 Volume 09, Issue 08, 2022 

 

3076 

 

 

AWARENESS OF HPV VIRUS SCREENING AND 

ACCEPTANCE OF HPVVACCINE AMONG YOUNG GIRLS 

AND BOYS 

Vijayalakshmi R 1, Niranjani S 2, Karpagavalli G 3 

1. Principal, Tagore College of Nursing, Chennai 

2. HOD cum Associate professor, Department of Community Health Nursing, Tagore 

College of Nursing, Chennai. 

3. Vice Principal, Tagore College of Nursing, Chennai. 

 

ABSTRACT 

INTRODUCTION: 

HPV infection is one of the most common sexually transmitted infections, affecting 

both the gender equally worldwide. Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) is a family of closely 

related non-enveloped a doublestranded DNA virus with currently more than 200 different 

sequenced genotypes.Two human papilloma virus types (16 and 18) are responsible for 

nearly 50% of cervical cancers. The India academy of paediatrics committee on 

immunization recommends offering HPV vaccine to all the female of appropriate age who 

can offered the vaccine. It is ideal that the vaccine is administered prior to the sexual debut to 

avoid the transmission of the virus and hence recommended, that age 10-15 should be 

vaccinated.  

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHOD: 

A quantitative descriptive study was conducted to assess the level of awareness 

regarding HPV virus and acceptance level of HPV vaccination among study participants. The 

research was conducted in selected villages of Chengalpattu district among young girls and 

boys (10-15 years of age). Total of 300 study participants who met with the inclusion criteria 

were selected by convenient sampling technique. Two separate questionnaires were used to 

assess the knowledge and level of acceptance. Informed consent was obtained from all the 

participants and their parents. 

RESULTS: 

The study revealed that 250 (83%) of them had inadequate awareness regarding 

Human Papilloma Virus, 50(17%) them had moderately adequate awareness and none of 

them had adequate knowledge and awareness regarding HPV and its screening. It also shown 

that 253(84%) of the study participants had poor level of acceptance, 47 (16%) of them had 

good level of acceptance and none of them high level of acceptance towards HPV vaccine. 

CONCLUSION: 

The current study clearly shown that the lack of awareness and knowledge regarding 

the HPV led to poor level of acceptance of HPV vaccine. As the acceptance of HPV vaccine 

is highly associated with knowledge and awareness, therefore it is criticalto conduct effective 

education programs to raise awareness and acceptance of HPV vaccine and in turn to boost 

public confidence regarding vaccination safety. 

KEYWORD:Awareness, Human Papilloma Virus, Young girls and boys, level of 

acceptance, vaccine. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

 HPV infection is a viral infection that commonly causes skin or mucous warts and 

certain cancers in men and women. These infections are often transmitted sexually or through 

other skin-to-skin contact. Currently there are more than 200 different sequenced genotypes 

of human papillomavirus (HPV). Most of the HPV infections don't cause cancer. But some 

types of genital HPV can cause cancer of the cervix. Other types of cancers, including 

cancers of the anus, penis, vagina, vulva and back of the throat (oropharyngeal), have been 

linked to HPV infection. Worldwide, cervical cancer is the fourth leading cancer in women 

with an estimated 6 lakh new cases and 342,000 deaths from cervical cancer in 2020. 

Vaccines can help to protect against the HPV infections. HPV vaccines work best if 

administered prior to exposure to HPV. Therefore, to prevent cervical cancer WHO 

recommends vaccinating girls aged 9 to 14 years, when most have not started sexual activity. 

So the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also suggested the preferable age 

of 11 and 12 years for the boys and girls to receive HPV vaccination, although it can be given 

early at the age of 9. 

Materials and methods: 

 A quantitative descriptive study. The research was conducted in Hasthinapuram and 

Sirukundram village among young girls and boys (10-15 years of age). Total of 300 study 

participants who met the inclusion criteria were selected by convenient sampling technique. 

Two separate questionnaires were used to assess the knowledge and level of acceptance. 

Informed consent was obtained from all the participants and their parents. Ethical clearance 

was obtained from Institutional Ethics Committee, Tagore Medical college and Hospital. 

 

Results: 

TABLE:1 PREVALENCE OF LEVEL OF AWARENESS REGARDING HPV 

SCREENING AMONG YOUNG GIRLS AND BOYS. 

n=300 

LEVEL OF AWARENESS FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Inadequate Awareness 250 83% 

Moderately Adequate awareness 50 17% 

Adequate awareness 0 0 

Total 300 100% 

 

TABLE 2: LEVEL OF HPV VACCINE ACCEPTANCE AMONG YOUNG GIRLS 

AND BOYS.          n=300 

 

LEVEL OF ACCEPTANCE FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Poor level of acceptance 253 84% 

Good level of acceptance 47 16% 

High level of acceptance 0 0 

Total 300 100% 
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Figure 1 shows the level of awareness regarding HPV and Figure 2 shows the level of 

acceptance of HPV vaccine among young girls and boys. 

Table 1 and figure 1 shown that250 (83%) of them had inadequate awareness 

regarding Human Papilloma Virus, 50 (17%) them had moderately adequate awareness and 

none of them had adequate knowledge and awareness regarding HPV and its screening.  

Table 2 and figure 2 shown that among 300 samples, 253 (84%) of the study 

participants had poor level of acceptance, 47 (16%) of them had good level of acceptance and 

none of them high level of acceptance towards HPV vaccine. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 Krishna kavituRamavath et al [2013] Conducted a study on knowledge and awareness 

of HPV infection and vaccination among urban adolescents in India. In this study result the 

study group participants are poorly aware about HPV infection and vaccination but are 

intensely willing to know about it and get vaccinated. 72% of them didn’t know about 

cervical cancer or HPV 77.2%were not aware of the virus that causes cancer cervix. 

 Vasudha Sharma, et al [2020] Conducted a study on human papilloma virus vaccines 

awareness among female medical and dental undergraduate student. In this study was 

founded that 96.42%, 25% population was aware of HPV vaccination in 3rd and 2nd year 

medical students respectively and 60.71% in 2ndyear dental student. 8.33% of the whole 

population (n=84) was vaccinated against HPV. The main reasons of not taking the 

vaccination were that the student had not hear of such a vaccination followed by the cost of 

vaccination. Medical and dental undergraduate are not adequately aware about the HPV 

vaccine and are not vaccinated in large number.  

In concordance with the above studies, the present study also shown the similar 

results out of 300 study participants250 (83%) of them had inadequate awareness regarding 

Human Papilloma Virus, 50 (17%) them had moderately adequate awareness and none of 

them had adequate knowledge and awareness regarding HPV and its screening. It also shown 

that 253 (84%) of the study participants had poor level of acceptance, 47 (16%) of them had 

good level of acceptance and none of them high level of acceptance towards HPV vaccine. It 

clearly shows that lack of awareness regarding HPV had become the great hurdle to the level 

of acceptance of HPV vaccine. Hence the primary aim should be to improve the level of 

awareness and knowledge regarding Human Papilloma Virus. 
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Conclusion: 

 As the acceptance of HPV vaccine is highly associated with knowledge, therefore it is 

critical to conduct effective education programs, workshops, conferences among young girls 

and boys to raise awareness and acceptance of HPV vaccine and in turn to boost public 

confidence regarding vaccination safety and effectiveness. Health professionals should 

update with thenationally implemented programme and attentive to the knowledge gaps of 

parents and adolescents about HPV and its repercussions in order to guide them more 

effectively. They should also identify the acceptance barriers that exist in the health education 

regarding the HPV vaccinetaboos in the population andContribute towards complete vaccine 

coverage. India is going to vaccinate all the 9 to 14 years of young girls and boys with HPV 

vaccine from next year’s onwards and it’s a high for all the health care professionals to 

improve the knowledge and create awareness regarding HPV infection, Only then the 

programme will be a successful one. 
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